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Revenue Budget Amendment 

Proposer:- Cllr Marlene Haworth 

Seconder:- Cllr Josh Allen 

This Council acknowledges the great work that the Conservative Government has given the 

people of Hyndburn throughout the coronavirus Pandemic. By supporting in excess of 13,000 

peoples wages in Hyndburn through the Job retention scheme and also helping 3000 Self-

employed through the SEISS scheme, this has provided much needed stability and reassurance 

to many residents that could have potentially lost their jobs as a result of the restrictions that 

needed to be put into place to save lives and to protect the NHS.  

The residents of Hyndburn have undergone some of the most challenging times in living 

memory, and the staff of this Council have done a phenomenal job in providing administrative 

and practical support to our partner organisations such as the NHS, the Hyndburn Hub, LCC, 

Public Health England and the Government. 

This Council would like to thank each and every staff member of this authority for their hard 

work and commitment.  

This Council also acknowledges that we are far from being in the all clear and understand that 

the financial challenges of the residents of Hyndburn will continue into 2021/2022. 

Instead of making the 10% savings across this Council that have put us in the top 7 of councils 

that give value for Money according to the Tax Payers Alliance. Let’s make Hyndburn Council 

the No 1 Council in the country that is value for money and, the number 1 Council in the country 

that supports its residents in their times of need. 

Therefore this Council resolves to find an additional 1% saving this year across the Council. 

This 1% saving will equate to £103,000 and will allow this Council to freeze the council tax this 

year, allowing for the residents of Hyndburn more time to recover from the financial difficulties 

that they currently find themselves in.  

Secondly, This Council understands that for the people of Hyndburn to get back on their feet 

they will need jobs and economic growth. There are hundreds of people in this borough that 

would benefit greatly from Business Start-up advice,  

Therefore the Council resolves to invest £100,000 from the revenue reserves, to establish an 

economic development and business support resource within the Council.  In doing this the 

Council recognises the need to put this funding on a sustainable footing for future years and 

further resolves to do so during the course of this year.  The resource would offer advice, 

guidance and support to Residents of Hyndburn, so that they can start-up their own business, or 

to support small businesses to restructure, to ensure that they have viable futures. This we 

believe will reduce unemployment in the borough and also generate future tax incomes in the 

coming years.  

Finally madam mayor nobody in in this chamber can deny that the last 12 months have taken 

their toll on the mental health of many residents in the borough, long periods of isolation and 

lack of social activities has seen an increase in people and children suffering with serious 

mental health related problems. We are all too familiar with the news stories circulating where 
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people have attempted to take their own lives. In fact, this Council has debated these issues 

many times, but sadly the COVID 19 pandemic has escalated the problems tenfold and average 

waiting times for such groups as Minds Matter have increased to something like 9 months 

before they get help. The Conservative group is deeply concerned that no provision has been 

made in this budget to support these people. 

Therefore this Council Resolves: to support residents and local charities that provide mental 

health services, by creating a one off grant scheme of £100.000 to help increase provision for 

Counselling Services, this to be taken from the revenue reserves 

 

  

 

 


